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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence 
VIA: Office of Legislative Counsel 
Office of General Counsel 
FROM: Don I. Wortman 
Deputy Director for Administration 
SUBJECT: Records Destruction Author{zatton 


1. sce peauestec Signature on the attached Headquarters 
Notice establishing records destruction authority effective immediately. 


2. Background: 


a. As you know the moratorium on the destruction of Agency 
documents feposed in 1975 in connection with the activities of the 
Church Com ttee was formally lifted by Chairman Inouye of the Senate 
Select Comnittea on Intelligence on 21 December 1977 (see Tab A). 


b, During the past year the moratorium hes been continued 
as a result of actions teken by the House Select Committee on 
Assassinations. On 17 May 1978 Chatrman Stokes, in a letter te 
Dr. James Raoads, Archtvist of the United States, requested suspension 
of our records centro! schedules and deferral of normal disposition 
under those schedules until 3] December 1978 (see Tab 8). The 
tae tert) agreement was conveyed to you in a letter of 5 June 1978 

see Ta ‘ 


c. Om 8 January 1979, at your request, letters were delivered 
to the House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence, Senate Select 
Committee on Intelligence and the Senate and House Subcommittees on 
Defense Committee on Appropriations advising then of the Ageacy's 
{ntent to proceed with the normal destruction of records (see Tab 0). 
To date we have had no response. 


d. Accordingly, since the extended morator{um on the 
destruction of our records expired on 317 December 1978, we are 
ready to preceed, based upon your approval of the proposed notice, 
with routine records destruction beginning fsmedtately. 
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SUBJECT: Records Destruction Authorization 


3. Staff Position: The Offices of Legislative Counsel] and 
General Counsel agree with the substance of this memorandum. 


4 ndation: That you sign the attached Headquarters 
STAT Notice | [Wacords Testruction Authorization. 


Ys] Don Wortman 
Den I. Kortman 


Attachment 
STABNTL [_]for DCI signature 
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SUBJECT: Records Destruction Authorization 


Distribution: 
STAT Original - OCI (Return to. ISAS/RAB) 

1 - ER w/atts 

1 - OLC w/atts 

1 ~ OGC w/atts 

2 ~- DOA w/atts 

1 ~ AI/D0A w/atts 

1 - ISAS/RAB w/atts 
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IN REPLY PLEASE 
REFER TO Q#1237 


Admiral Stansfield Turner 
Director 

Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, D. C. 20505 


Dear Admiral Turner: 


On July 17, 1976 fz requested that the moratorium on 
destruction of intelligence and investigative records 
originally requested by Senators Mansfield and Scott be 
extended through December 17, 1976. No further extensions 
have been formally requested. Therefore, all agencies 
maintaining records pursuant to the moratorium may return to 
normal records destruction policies. 


I would request that any changes in records maintenance 
or destruction procedures affecting intelligence or - 
investigations which have been Promulgated since the . 
moratorium was instituted as well as any future changes in” 
procedures be brougnt to the attention of the Senate Select 
“Committee on Intelligence, ae 


) 


C G23 
vo Daniel aa 
Chairman fo} . 
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May. 47} 1978 ee 
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rhe. Honorable Janes 5. aneeas a mee a sora SED: ae 
Archivist of the United States _ ‘aa, GUC ale 1OGF Ry 

National Archives conte 2ecords | Service ee man 
: Nashington, Dd. Cc. 204 403 ye | ‘ i ek 


Dear FMS. Rhoads: “4 ‘an ee 
ars. Sh 
In connectios x with ‘the Select Chmaiticet s investigation | 
Sakon the fitcumstences Surrounding the: deaths of President 
es Martin Luther’ King, Jr.,| Tam writing. 
with Fespect: to he. pe oeatorium on the, destruction Of documents | 
cles” by the Church Com-_ 


mittee on Wannaey. 27, 1975, and which | Was subsequently. lifted, 


be Chairman Tnovye of the Senate noteey Gomittes on Intelli~ 
pence, On December 21, A977. 


The! Select: Goanteved is, aware) of the teed ieeae Mae is 
placea: on the. agencies. and, in. Particular, the National Archives |. 
and. Records Service by this Moratorium, | Nevertheless, - it is my ° 


understanding that it was | voluntarily accepted and adhered =e 
PY everyone concerned. . 7 CY ene | 
; F : a : "4 53 ss ay 


Although this: tmoratorium: ‘was not | 


Select. Committee. on nosaasinetonet Og eg requested chat 
2 continued through December. 3} 1978, with. Tespect to ‘all 
eoeas and documents of the. Central Inte 

nr 


ve 


Altea 
yore io 
or. 


. belligence agency... Other 
betangements have been worked. out with the other egencies. 
A Sker, December 31, 1978, this Committea Will have. nO objection 
hovthe: Agency returning to the normal | disposition OF its: “records. 
fin this coanection, we also request that you: shePaue, -#pproval. Of 
eri ating | “chedules: uneiy: December | 31, 1978. is ; 

. the Henbars. OF this’ Committee. ; are. ‘cognizant the sive: CLA 
hag made an cf fort. to respond to. the humerous requests from the 
eon Tit tee Shat£ for access to docurients that might) have any 


Our inv; estigation, and - 


We regret cany. ‘adverse melee 
Tegne et will Pave Or. the 
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no matter how small, tat: 


s investigation! into the conduct of the 


due to public access by withholding 


.. time as our staff has ‘an o i 
‘ _ ae as. Opportunity 
. would bé, therefore, most grateful © 


this additional request. .~ 


‘sf 
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i : : & ates . Rennie oa 
eo i ni Pata, 4 ', Sincerely, 
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| ec: Admiral. Stansfield Turner. 
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Arebivist | of the United States 


(elLigence Agency is authorired tour 
Tocume STLEL SS - an we 5 


He Sekecr Comaittee's investigation : into 
i 


surrounding. the deaths of President John | ae 
Marcia, Luther King 


ordble Louis Stokes 


ae 


ave, the Honorable’ Louis Stokés., Chadrman at. the Howse: 
tee on Assassinations, has “requested thet a temporary ” 


Landing, through’ Decenber 31, 1978, bs axposed. on ‘the - 
“GF all racords :and ‘documents “in ‘the custody of the 


Tene Agency’ (CTA) including | those cligible: for. 


ipproved records: Mas pes ition schedules. iA copy of. 
rchosed. : v 


ot ‘ | 
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Be i : 
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! 7106) ene 
ebain 1 disposable a 
ts custody through | December al; YO7BS 
euthocdzed because of the potential | Lue: of CIA. 


ath: af USC 2909,. cand ra CFR LOLI. 406s 


is he: citcun | - 
“Keiuedy: and 

1%, Jv. The National ‘Acchives and Records : 

ee jection to CIA applying. its ‘approved: ‘disposition 
Le records: atter that ‘date. ge Beep ak as te ee 


atic in “this important matter: i ppreciated. 
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_ Agency' s intent: to proceed with authorized destruction 
‘of records. As you are probably aware, the CIA has. se 


. - Of the Administrator of General Services— for the retention °. 
--: and destruction. of records. « The’ ‘mechanism for obtaining 
_. this approval. is the ‘submission of. records control schedules | 
to the National Archives and: Records. Service (NARS) for. 
- approval by the Archivist. of. the United. States... ina - rh 
_. memorandum dated: 20 April 1976, the ‘DCI: directed that. e. 
Agency records control | ‘schedules’ be updated by 30: September” 


for. approval by NARS prior to the destruction of records. ° 
'.. This has been accomplished, and the Agency. has | had ‘the NARS 
sg PePE ovat: in’ hand for qunte some ‘tine. ae is o 


“|. of Representatives have variously requested that tmoratotiues® 
be declared on this destruction progran. - The most ‘recent of. 
... “these was the "moratorium" requested by the House. Select’: 
: Committee on. Assassinations GISth) s:chaared: by: Representative 
Louis: Stokes. . ae 7. 


destruction of records authorized by the. Archivist ‘of ‘the 
United States have. elapsed. and the ‘Agency. is planning. to 
peace with the normal destruction of records in accordance 
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Mr. Tome: K, Latimer, Staff Director rif Pg ee eS : 
. Permanent Select Committce on Intelligence’ ce ea ee me 
“--. - House of. Representatives eee ee ae ae a 
| ey ditanare D.C... 20515 See ree eek eae 


a hale 


a purpose. of this letter: is to” gigice: you of. che. 


statutory obligations (44.U.S.C. (33) ‘to obtain a 


1976 and processed through the Directorate of: Administration ~ 


ks you ‘may also be. aware, “both the “Senate: and ae ‘base 


ele -. 


‘ALL of. the est erialiy imposed | ‘orator iuimet ‘on the.” 


« e a . - . : | | : | . “ , ; lke ae 7 
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2 Please be assured ‘that records) which: have ‘been 
ee hoe by the HSCA are subject to designation. for. 
_ retention by. the CIA and will be exempted | from this 
. destruction process, as have Agency documents and - 
materials that have been identified by the. General; .“,, 
- Counsel. as the subject of: litigation or of possible ©: 
Litigation, or as of interest. in matters under investi-~... 
gation by the Justice Department. .. Additionally, documents 
'. and|materials relating to: on- going FOIA and Privacy. Act. : 
_Sequests: have ‘also een: ‘exempted a 


Stas If ‘you. have any ‘questions ‘about any ‘of ‘the foregoing, 
: please do not meer ace. ‘to: contact me or. one of’ the. ‘members. 


1 Of: _: ‘staff. 7 
STATINTL. Be | Frederick P. Hitz 
: : "pas I -am also enclosing: a copy. ofa Headquarters. ‘Notice. 
which sets forth. the, BBEnCy Records Destruction 
, Policy. aN as ee ee 


- Enclosure an 


STATINTL” 


7 Mee ‘William G. Miller, Staff Director | oo Ae eae 
|. Select Committee’ on datelt gene? me eos — prt 

.. United States Senate’ 0 nage, 8 pee 
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Dear Bill: 
| | Agency's. intent to proceed with authorized destruction 
ES Es records. . As you are probably aware, the CIA has | 
. of, the Administrator of General Services for the. retention ase 
and) destruction of: records. The mechanism for. obtaining’: 2... 0% 
- this approval is the submission of records control sehedules 
‘to. the National Archives and Records Service. (NARS): for 
‘approval by the Archivist: of the: United States. “Ta: a 
“Agency. records control schedules be updated. ‘by 30 September” 


- This has been accomplished and the Agency Rae had ‘the NARS ¢ a 
_ approval in hand for quite. some time Rs a 


of Representatives. have variously requested that. Picintirsie ply 


Louis Stokes. 


destruction of records authorized by the Archivist of the — 
.. | United States have’ elapsed and | the» Agency is planning to. 
a scemmence.) with the normal destruction: of 5 cords: in accordance 
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1976 and processed through the Directorate. of. ‘Administration. 
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“please do. not hesitate to contact. me or one 
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Frederick P. “Bitz 
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‘The purpose of this letter. is: to advise you of ‘the 


- .Agency'* s intent to. proceed with authorized destruction © 
"OF. records, | As you are probably. aware, the. CIA‘ has. OPT 
statutory obligations (44 U.S.C. 33). to. obtain. approval he Pe 
of the Administrator of General Services for the retention fo ae 
and destruction of records. The mechanism for. obtaining oo. 
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to. ‘the National Archives and Records Service (NARS) for 0. -. 
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‘Please ‘be: secede that ‘records’ 


So vaviivel ty the HSCA are subject to designation for 
retention by. the CIA and will be exempted from this 
destruction: process, as have Agency documents and ~ 
.., materials that have been identified by the Generaly- 

Counsel. as the subject of. litigation or.of possible. 
- Litigation, or as of interest. in ‘matters under inyesti-,.. 


gation by the Justice Department. 
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ae United. States: Senate | a 


- _of records. | As you are probably aware, the CfA has’ 


this approval is the submission. of records. control. schedules . 
“to the National Archives and Records. Service (NARS) for . 
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The purpose of ‘this: letter. is to “advises you of ‘the © 
Agency' Ss intent. to proceed with authorized destruction 


‘statutory | obligations (44 U.S.C.- 33) to obtain approval 
-of the Administrator of General Services for the retemtion, 
and destruction of) ‘records. The. mechanism for obtaining oy 


"memorandum dated 20 April 1976, ‘the [DCI directed that © ‘ee 
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This has. been accomplished and _ ‘the Agency. has, mat: the NARS: 
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i | “Effective imediately, the destruction of. Agency records ve 7 

“pursuant to the policy set. forth {is hereby authorized, | _ STATIN 
aa 7 This notice constitutes. the | second ‘notice mentioned in ‘Paragraphs ae? 
STATINTL Vand 2d of rf Y 3 es 


-TeLs Stansfield turner 7 ee 
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